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National Curling Championship Time, with a side of Olympics!

Cheering for Canada: Alberta Pride on the Road to the 2026 Winter Olympics

As the 2026 Winter Olympics draw near, Alberta’s curling community is buzzing with excitement and with good reason.
Several of the teams wearing the maple leaf on the world’s biggest stage have deep Alberta connections, and this prov-
ince is ready to cheer them on with everything we’ve got.

This February, all eyes will be on Team Peterman/Gallant, Team Jacobs, and Team Homan - athletes with strong Alberta
ties who continue to inspire young curlers across the province. Whether through training roots, past championship runs,
or the countless hours they’ve spent on Alberta ice, their journeys are woven into our curling story. As they step onto
Olympic ice in Italy, Alberta will proudly be behind them, wearing red and white and cheering louder than ever.

That spirit of national pride is mirrored right here at home, where the 2026 RME Alberta Summit of Champions show-
cased the very best of our province. With elite performances, large crowds, and the successful debut of the combined
men’s and women’s championships, the Summit reminded us that the next generation of Olympians is already forming
in our own backyard.

Beyond the bright lights of competition, Alberta’s commitment to growing the game is stronger than ever. Programs
like Ready to Rock, the U 15 RockFest West qualifiers, local club development initiatives, and the Grow the Game 2026
pledge highlight how our curling community continues to invest in youth, accessibility, and long term sustainability.
Meanwhile, celebrations like Curling Day in Canada on January 31 and upcoming fan events during the Olympic Games
give every curler — from first timers to seasoned skips — a chance to feel part of something bigger.

As Alberta prepares to cheer on our Olympians, this newsletter showcases the full spectrum of what makes our curling
community so special: world class athletes, passionate volunteers, club milestones, opportunities to learn, and a shared

love for the sport that continues to grow from grassroots to global stages.

This is our moment — on Olympic ice, in local rinks, and everywhere in between. Let’s celebrate it together.

- Curling Alberta, Management & Board.

‘Click’ below for more Curling Alberta News & other Curling ‘biters’
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2026 RME ALBERTA SUMMIT OF CHAMPIONS: A STANDOUT WEEK IN OKOTOKS!

The 2026 RME Alberta Summit of Champions, presented by
Best Western Hotels & Resorts and Sentinel Storage, concluded
after a strong week of competition in Okotoks, showcasing not
only the province’s top curling talent but also the strength of the
community that made the event possible.

This year’s championships relied on roughly 180 volunteers
who supported every facet of the event. The group included
longtime members of the Okotoks Curling Club, curlers from
across Alberta, and residents who stepped in simply wanting
to contribute. Ice installation at the Murray Arena began
shortly after Christmas and continued right through to the final
cleanup in the early hours of January 12, illustrating the level
of dedication required. Their efforts, along with those of the
host committee leads, helped Okotoks once again deliver a
championship experience that met the high expectations curlers
have come to associate with the club.

Behind the scenes, officials and umpires ensured consistent play
across all draws, while the ice technicians maintained precise
and dependable conditions throughout a demanding week. Their
work guaranteed that athletes had the surface they needed to
perform at an elite level.

Crowds were steady all week, with energy peaking whenever
local teams took the ice. The community’s engagement proved
to be one of the event’s greatest strengths. This year also marked
the successful introduction of the combined men’s and women'’s Men’s Championshi

provincial championships with live spectators, an important On the men’s side, Team Koe went
milestone for curling in Alberta. undefeated throughout the week,
securing the provincial crown with

a 9-7 victory over Team Tao. The
final remained close until a decisive

Women'’s Championship

Team Sturmay captured the women'’s

provincial title with a composed and three-ender in the seventh end gave
strategic 9—6 victory over Team Gray- Koe t_he edge needed to contrgl the
Withers. After an earlier loss to the remainder of the game. The win marks
same opponent in the A-side bracket, yet another milestone in a career
Sturmay’s rink responded with a poised already defined by multiple provincial,
and disciplined performance in the national, and world titles.

final, controlling key ends and closing
out the game with authority. The win
adds another significant achievement
to Sturmay’s growing résumé at the
provincial level.

Runner-Up: Team Tao
Semi-Finalist: Team Parent
Quarter-Finalist: Team Van Amsterdam

Runner-Up: Team Gray-Withers
Semi-Finalist: Team Sluchinski
Quarter-Finalist: Team DeSchiffart
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@ MEN’S & WOMEN’S PROVINCIAL CON’T - CURLER

Exceptional Curlers Honoured with Bo Davidiuk and Marylynn Morris Awards at the 2026 RME Alberta
Summit of Champions

Calgary, AB — Two significant honours were presented during the 2026 RME Alberta Summit of Champions,
celebrating athletes whose leadership, sportsmanship, and dedication stood out throughout the competition. The
ceremony highlighted both the historic impact and the ongoing strength of Alberta’s curling community.

Varyk Doepker Awarded 2026 Bo Davidiuk Award

The Bo Davidiuk Award, now in its 14th year, recognizes the front-end player who best exemplifies
sweeping excellence, team support, and sportsmanship, the hallmarks of the late Bo Davidiuk, a
lifelong curler known for elevating everyone around him.

The 2026 recipient is Varyk Doepker of Team Hlushak, honoured for his exceptional performance
and the team-first mindset he displayed throughout the Summit. The award continues a lineage of
respected recipients, including Marc Kennedy (2013), Brad Thiessen (2017), James Ballance (2024),
and Lucas Sawiak (2025).

Emma DeSchiffart Receives Inaugural Marylynn Morris Builder Award

This year’s Summit also marked the introduction of the Marylynn Morris Builder Award, created to honour a
female competitor who demonstrates outstanding leadership and sportsmanship - values deeply tied to the legacy
of Marylynn Morris.

With a career spanning five decades, Marylynn contributed to curling as a coach,
educator, and long-serving Executive Director of the Northern Alberta Curling
Association. Her influence, mentorship, and passion helped shape generations of
curlers across the province.

The first-ever recipient of this new award is Emma DeSchiffart, recognized for
carrying forward the spirit, integrity, and leadership that defined Marylynn’s life in
curling.

The presentation of these two awards at the flagship championship underscored
the values that continue to strengthen curling in Alberta, excellence, teamwork,
and the commitment to building a supportive and vibrant curling community.
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@ CURLING DAY IN CANADA! JANUARY 31, 2026

Let’s celebrate curling across Alberta! 3 K DT -

. oY fvgl Hnnumeé
Ways to get involved... N ‘\Gﬁ .

_ g\&“ﬁaﬁi __( Let the countdown to

e (Celebrate Ioca.IIy at your home Curling Centre 'ﬁ,%a I:urling UEI}‘ in Canada hegin!
e Enter the Curling Story contest #
e Join Canada’s Big Shootout on January 31, 2026 : it
e Buy Official Merchandise
e Read stories from Curling communities

Curling Day in Canada 2026 celebrates the sport’s deep roots and enduring community spirit from coast to coast. Some rinks
across the country will op doors to new curlers, families, and longtime members alike, offering a day of shared ice, friendly
competition, and connection. From first-time sliders to seasoned skips, the event highligh curling’s unique ability to bring people
together across generations.

More than just a day on the ice, Curling Day in Canada continues to serve as a reminder that the sport thrives not only on
championships and trophies, but on volunteers, clubs, and communities that keep the stones moving year after year.

Grow the Game in 2026 - Take the Pledge!

Curling is the ultimate sport and social experience. Most importantly, it

always welcoming. With Olympic and Paralympic excitement building, ez

now is the perfect time to take the pledge and help grow on of Canada’s e

most beloved sports.

Take the Pledge and see how others are contributing to curling’s future,

together! WE TUUK
i #GROWTHEGAMEZ0Z6
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https://curlingcanada.kudoboard.com/boards/growthegame/kudos/create
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@ U-15 ROCKFEST WEST - UPDATE

U-15 RockFest West Qualifiers Wrap Up!

The U-15 RockFest West Qualifiers officially wrapped up in Grimshaw, marking the conclusion
of an exciting three-event series that also included stops in Leduc and Olds. More than

75 young athletes took to the ice across the three locations, showcasing their skills,
determination, and passion for curling.

From this talented field, 48 athletes have earned their place at Curling Canada’s U-15
RockFest West, taking place in Calgary from March 12-14. Congratulations to all the
qualifiers, your hard work and dedication have truly paid off.

A special thank you goes out to our incredible guest coaches: Team Plett, Justice Jaques, Kim
Mazar, and Joe Brown. Their guidance and expertise created valuable learning moments for
every athlete involved.

Still Want a Chance to Qualify? There’s Time!

If you missed one of the in-person events, you can still qualify for RockFest West. Coaches
and clubs may continue submitting athlete scores through the Skills Curling App until
February 6 at 9:00 a.m. MST. Once all scores are received, the top four female and top four

male athletes will join Team Alberta at RockFest West in Calgary.

Best of luck to all athletes continuing their journey. We can’t wait to see who rounds out the

roster!
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Q Calgary Curling Club, March 12-14, 2026
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Together we can grow
Canada’s curling community!

Curling is the ultimate sport and social experience — and always
welcoming. With Olympic fever on the horizon, now is the perfect time
to take the pledge and contribute to the growth of one of Canada's most
beloved activties! Your pledge can be whatever you want: to try curling
yourself, introduce others, or support your local club in their efforts.

EI':,‘_{.?EI Scan the code or visit curling.ca/growthegame
ot
: *  tomake your pledge and see what others are

doing to grow the game of curling. Together.
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@ UMPIRES CORNER

Umpires
Corner

New Online Game Umpire Course + In-Person Skills Review
With Curling Canada’s new online Game Umpire course and Curling Alberta’s hands-on Skills Review, becoming
an umpire has never been more accessible. Join a community dedicated to excellence, fairness, and integrity

on the ice.

Curling Canada has transitioned the Game Umpire course to an online format. This course is open to anyone
who is a Certified Time Clock Operator.

Course Details

o Prerequisite: Certified Time Clock Operator/Observer

° Curling Canada Online Course: $50/person [Register Here]

° Refresher for Current Umpires: $25 [Register Here]

o Curling Alberta Skills Review Full-Day: $60/person (includes ice access & rule book)
o Certified Umpires: May audit Skills Review for free (registration required). Contact

britney.andersen@curlingalberta.ca.

Certified Umpires: May audit the Skills Review at no cost
(Registration required. Contact: britney.andersen@curlingalberta.ca)

Practical Requirement

Candidates must serve as a Game Umpire and/or Chief Timer for six games at a Provincial Championship under
the supervision of a Level 3+ Chief Umpire.

Practical Component Form

YELITE

PROMOTIONAL MARKETING
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https://curlingalberta.ca/technical/curling-umpires-information/
https://auth.curling.io/en/session/new?return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fcanada.curling.io%2Fen%2Fadmin%2Fproducts%2F10028-member-association-game-umpire-online-training-refresher-training
mailto:britney.andersen%40curlingalberta.ca?subject=
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https://curlingalberta.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/CA-Officiating-Practical-Form.pdf

TWENTY-NINTH EDITION « JAN 2026 e
\ 7Y CURLING
@ READY TO ROCK = cumLne

Front row seats to Curling Alberta’s first on-ice Ready to Rock School-based program
It was “a Rockin!” - By: Lesley MicEwan & Rebecca Rankin

The Ready to Rock program is designed for students in Grades 1-6. The program begins in schools with a Rocks &
Rings Day, followed by four on-ice sessions at a local curling club. Each session is one hour in length, and all equip-
ment is provided. Ready to Rock is a safe, inclusive program that introduces students to the fundamentals of curling
in a fun and supportive environment.

Curling Alberta is beyond excited to see the first Ready to Rock on-ice program come to life this fall. Students from
Thrive Edmonton Elementary School were our first champions to complete the program. Both students and teachers
were fully engaged throughout all sessions. The first two sessions were hosted at the Jasper Place Curling Club, with
the final session held at the Crestwood Curling Club.

More than 50 students, teachers, and volunteers expressed their appreciation for the program, noting that it far
exceeded their expectations. At the end of each session, the children showed their gratitude and newfound love for
curling with big hugs and enthusiastic cheers of thanks.

There is nothing more rewarding than watching young athletes experience curling ice, rocks, brooms, and teamwork
for the first time. The energy and joy displayed by the students were truly heartwarming.

We feel incredibly fortunate to have had front-row seats to the very first Ready to Rock on-ice program from start to
finish, and we are excited to see this initiative continue to grow and flourish across Alberta.
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The Benefits of Membership!

Curling Alberta exists to support its clubs. We orchestrate conditions for member clubs to
be successful and sustainable businesses, which ultimately create more and better curlers.

It pays solutions for growth and success.
tObea Membership Benefits | Curling Alb

. embership Benefits | Curling Alberta
member \‘ Member Services Handbook — Curling Canada
o T i okia Bmmedl Member Club News | Curling Alberta

and car Insurance savings and

enhanced coverages.

Personal Sport Accident Insurance

belarrdirect. A Member Curler Benefit

This season, Curling Alberta is partnering with Wawanesa to offer Personal Sport Accident
Insurance to all registered member curlers. Casual curlers may also opt in for just S1 to
access this unique coverage, providing added peace of mind while on the ice.

National Club Survey

Help Shape the Future of Curling Clubs — Your Voice Matters

Help Curling Alberta better understand club health across the province. Your feedback supports informed decision-
making, shares best practices, and strengthens our curling community. Participation is voluntary, confidential, and the
survey can be saved and completed at your convenience. LINK TO SURVEY

Member Club Milestones

Curling Alberta proudly celebrates the incredible achievements of our member clubs!
Congratulations to:

. Whitecourt Curling Club — Celebrating 75 Years!

. North Hill Curling Club — Celebrating 100 Years!

. Westlock Curling Club — Celebrating 100 Years!

. Red Deer Curling Club — Over 125 Years of Serving the Curling Community!

Is your club celebrating a milestone? We'd love to help share your story! Email us at info@curlingalberta.ca

SCORED AN EIGHT-ENDER?
Remember to submit information to receive an award for your team: Eight-Ender Awards._
Send Curling Alberta a photo of the eight-ender, along with team & club team
information so we can celebrate this rare achievement.
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https://www.curling.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Member-Services-Handbook-2025.03.pdf
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https://curlingcanada.formstack.com/forms/curlingincanada_copy_1
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@ CLUB DEVELOPMENTS - CONTINUED

Each week, member clubs receive emails featuring new initiatives, exciting events, funding
opportunities, and member discounts.

Questions or feedback? Reach out to Atina Ford Johnston, (atina.johnston@curlingalberta.ca)
Director of Curling Club Development — she’s always happy to help!

Your hub of Member Club News: Member Club News | Curling Alberta

Pilot Project Update

38 clubs have joined Curling Alberta’s 2 - year pilot project! Cori Morris, Relationship Manager, is
actively meeting with participating clubs.

Girls Rock!

Okotoks CC, Hinton CC, Sylvan Lake CC, Provost CC, Onoway CC and a Calgary area CC will all host
Girls Rock events this season.

Curling Alberta in the Community!
Upcoming events:

Curling Day in Canada | January 31st

Grow the Game in 2026

Fanfest events during Olympic Winter Games | February 4-22

CF Chinook Mall, Curling in the Community | February 6-22

World Women'’s Curling Championship at Winsport | March 14-22

Contact us with ideas for other activations in your communities.

Extra coverage is
always a plus.

SAD

belairdirect.

car and home insurance
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@ STICK CURLING TOUR

Stick Cu rIing in Alberta - Randy Olson, President, Alberta Stick Curling Association

Stick curling is one of the fastest-growing disciplines in the sport. This two-person game is enjoyed by many
seniors and wheelchair curlers alike, offering an inclusive and accessible way to stay competitive and engaged on
the ice.

The Alberta Stick Curling Association (ASCA) hosts the Alberta Stick Curling Tour each year, proudly sponsored
by Olson Curling. The top teams from the tour earn free entry into the Alberta Stick Curling Championships. This
season, seven clubs hosted tour events. If your club is interested in hosting a future event, please contact the
Alberta Stick Curling Association.

Curling Alberta is now entering its second year of hosting the Alberta Stick Curling Club Championships. This
year’s event will take place in Didsbury from February 20-22, 2026. Each club may enter a maximum of two
teams (any gender).

e Deadline to declare intent: January 28
e Roster deadline: February 6

For more information, contact Michael Laderoute at [michael.laderoute@curlingalberta.ca] or 780-932-1126.

The Alberta Stick Curling Association will also host three provincial championships: Men’s, Women’s, and Mixed
Winners will qualify for the Canadian Stick Curling Championships to be held in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, from
March 25-29, 2026

e Alberta Mixed Stick Championship: Legal Curling Club, January 24-25, 2026
e Alberta Men’s & Women'’s Stick Championships: Pidherney Centre, Red Deer, February 14-15, 2026

Entry details and registration links can be found at albertastickcurling.ca.

N% NEW HOLLAND
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@ UPCOMING COMPETITION REGISTRATION DEADLINES ALBEHTA

Competition Registration Deadline - 2026

Registration for all upcoming Curling Alberta competitions opened on September 1, 2025. Teams
must be registered with a full team and prepaid prior to the registration deadline.

Curling Alberta Wheelchair Open Championships
Registration Deadline: Febuary 11, 2026 @ 12:00 PM
Event Date & Location: March 20-22, Cochrane, AB.

U20 Mixed Doubles Open Championship
Registration Deadline: March 4, 2026 @ 12:00 PM
Event Date & Location: April 9-12, North Hill CC, Calgary, AB.

For a complete listing of Curling Alberta’s provincial qualifiers and championships, or to register,
please visit the Curling Alberta website

CLASSIFIED & BONSPIEL LISTINGS
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@ COURSES - ICE TECH, COACHING B cunLine

Ice Technician Courses

Curling Alberta is offering two Assistant Ice Tech (AIT) courses in
winter 2026. More courses to come. Keep an eye on our website for
information.

Ice Technician Education Pathways: Ice Technician | Curling Alberta

STORAGE

. Glencoe Club (Calgary) - February 15, 2026 (8:30am to 5:00pm)

° Sherwood Park Curling Club — March 1, 2026 (8:30am to WE ROCK
o ATSTORAGE

Interested in hosting a course? Questions about Ice Tech Courses? —
Contact:
Atina Ford Johnston at atina.johnston@curlingalberta.ca

Register for Courses here: Course Schedule | Curling Alberta ' SENTINEL ’ (Aill_lgé.ll{%_g

Club/Competition Courses

STORAGE

More courses coming soon! If you are interested in hosting or
attending a Club Coach Youth or Club Coach course, please email
Rebecca Ranking at rebecca.rankin@curlingalberta.ca for more

information. TRY 4 WEEKS FREE!

1-877-959-9945 | sentinel.ca

Competition Coach Courses

. Online, on-demand, self-paced Competition Coach Course
Curriculum now available.

o 1 Day in-person part of the course scheduled for Saturday,
March 7, 2026 at the Okotoks CC.

REGISTER HERE: Course Schedule | Curling Alberta
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Brier Final 50/50 — $50,000 GUARANTEED JACKPOT

Curling Alberta is bringing the heat to the 2026 Montana’s Brier with a Final 50/50 that guarantees a
$50,000 jackpot— no matter what.

That means one lucky winner is guaranteed to take home at least $25,000, with the potential for the
pot to grow even larger as fans across Alberta get in on the action.

Tickets are available NOW and throughout the event, with the winning ticket drawn on the final day of
the 2026 Montana’s Brier. Whether you’re cheering from the stands or following along from home, this

is your chance to support curling in Alberta and potentially score a massive payday.

One ticket. One winner. One guaranteed $25,000 prize.
Don’t miss your shot to be part of the biggest Brier 50/50 yet.

GET YOUR TICKETS HERE!
World Women'’s Curling Championship 50/50 - Win Big on the World Stage

The excitement continues at the Winsport Centre in Calgary.

Curling Alberta is proud to launch the World Women’s Curling Championship 50/50, giving fans another
incredible opportunity to win while supporting the growth of curling in our province.

As the world’s best women’s teams take to the ice, fans can purchase 50/50 tickets and be part of the
action — no matter where they’re watching from. Every ticket sold helps strengthen grassroots curling,
athlete development, and future championships across Alberta.

With high-stakes games on the ice and with new draws DAILY, this 50/50 is the perfect way to combine
world-class curling with a chance at a big win.

Cheer on the world’s best. Support curling in Alberta. Win big.
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WOMEN'S CURLING .
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LET PEOPLE KNOVY THE BEST WOMEN'S CURLERS
IN THE WORLD ARE COMING TO TOVVN!

TICKETS NOW ON SALE

Opening Weekend Package
Single ticket to every draw Sat. Mar 14 to Sun. Mar 15 — — —

$90-§110 g I
Championship Weekend Package
Single ticket to every draw Fri. Mar 20 - Sun. Mar 22

$196-$224 https://www.curling.
ca/2026worldwomen
Weekday Packages / . /
Single ticket to all three draws Mon. Tues. Wed. or Thurs. tICketS/
$48-$69
Full Event Package
Single ticket to every draw Jan. 23 to Feb. 1 — -

—
Premium - $432 ,'B .‘“ﬂ A

Standard - $396

REMINDER: As a volunteer, your accreditation badge gives you access to the venue when you are not
on shift but to guarantee a seat to specific draws, you should purchase a ticket.

If you or anyone you know is interested in group sales or suite packages, please don't hesitate
to reach out:
Markus McKenzie (Group & Corporate Sales Lead)
L markus.mckenzie@curling.ca

5= CURLING
= | ALBERTA
FERCY PAGE CENTRE, 11758 GROAT ROAD, ECHONTIN, AB T5N 3K6

1 780,454 CURL [2875) | curlingslbecta.c
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THANKYOU TO ALL OUR PARTNERS!

@ Ortimist Mberban ~ belardirect.  guw| sestiestem

—1 CURLING @

ORIGéNAL CANADA HEC GERVAIS
1

N SENTINEL
7ISTORAGE

A
ANANASK] L DYNASTY J
K nordic spa § Y g

UFA %\: JELITE

_"-"*'-"_
PROMOTIOMNAL MARKETING
Agrlcultural Iumpstart

Community

Y% NEW HOLLAND
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